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Abstract

In the Iranian legal system, use of legislative history (including
parliamentary materials) in legal interpretation is quite prevalent.
Judges and jurists always try to remain faithful to the legislative
history and refrain from giving any interpretation contrary to it.
Despite the role of legislative history in interpretation, it’s been
widely neglected in our legal literature. The following paper explores
this matter with regard to Iranian law. It develops arguments based
on legal theory, constitutional law, and thus affords deeper insight
into the current discussion on legal methods. Despite the role of
legislative history in legal interpretations, its nature, types and
criteria are unclear and unresolved. In this paper, first a precise
definition of legislative history and its types is provided, and then the
validity of legislative history is discussed , and explained how legal
schools can invoke legislative history based on the assumptions they
have previously accepted. In the second part, the main criteria for
applying legislative history in legal interpretation is stated. Finally,
(Part 3), it has been tried to identify the main applications of
legislative history in legal interpretation along with real examples in
the Iranian legal system.
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1. legislative history
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1. legislative history: The background and events leading to the enactment of a statute, including
hearings, committee reports, and floor debates. Legislative history is sometimes recorded so that
it can later be used to aid in interpreting the statute.

2. See., North Haven Bd. Of Educ. V. Bell, 1982

3. intentionalism

4. purposivism

5. method
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2. All persons

3. Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make
or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
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1. (“We doubt very much whether any action of a State not directed by way of discrimination against
the negroes as a class, or on account of their race, will ever be held to come within the purview of
[the Equal Protection Clause]. It is so clearly a provision for that race and that emergency, that a
strong case would be necessary for its application to any other.”).

2. Legislative intent



(Feton 151 U e a5 it U g i) Lirlyus VE I jirly o byloud O 5,93 o sopac Gipis Colallho dolibias  YNOE

Cline g i Foyl5 lue (o5l Syso 13 (YA Vg (5VFYY ¢ 0d) WisS 'Cpalby |y e
3B o 5l 5598 —(tecygn Blew Dliedr— (i F)b b 1yob cnl 2 Sl (s ol
Sy (St s3)lgn i 3 LT 5 S 8ab gyl el (18 e e g
(See., US. v. S o a3l s 50,6 b Bollae (6 ymolds g 055 00 US|y 9B yie s yae
J—o> 82<l8 «28lg ;> American Trucking Associations, 1940; U.S. v. Dickerson, 1940)
5 OblSad Ll ) (il 039 (i gu)L5 4y sl I o oylpen 45 3 ys (gline , LU
&l (See., Boston Sand & Gravel Co. V. U.S., 1928) el (il = ks L), Sciun
255 o)Ll bl (4 N0 ol & Bl e i )b 5l (80 H50b 5 (229 y50b e 2N
lize €3, 5 OLsu] . awbiw 9 (addo byl 51 0L joeen s al odel joShe Juol )
Ao e Ui gl (198 (2ld gy Sl STe goptie .oy I sl Oslie €2 Bily (229
Ao oyl > iy A (Cuwl AL 2g3g Hlas MBS HBaGles le oSS bbb 3)50 > &S
bl 88 BM S lods g awolwl 5B L Bllao |y U5 (gys00 Canlyy (gloas» )l o0 oo
Ml Lt 1 0oy Clgd o by yo 4 Ki3gs 03,5 wlail (b |y o ol Ml izl o
2aj dndy 5 sladd 5l e syl gz sl sy cnl 4 K9 sgren sy lgiees gl
3TV Y WAL i) €0gu5 oS G p 4y (ol 9B &S Sal Sy cpl 4 oplpls 39
295l (A6 &Sy (laye Sline )3 €l 8l yorb (lgier (i Fuyb 4 dliwl b je53e Jle
S92y by Jlotol o o ol pouns )3 &8l quily g by (68 4 oyte sline 2 (o
ie) JingS Ty b €pupo? 1) e ol g diel o €l o pMasl 4 1) (b cpis o)l
3 pSss o Y (Kb ey (Y D AYVD calas FAY g (VY (B OO i GIFYY (s
aS W o Gl Gl Slde opie ST e (gl a3 oo bo Cawd 4y il )b 5l &S cunl (gy00b
e 98 e dotie 3 Lol cunl (ol Wiy g g9l o €D B y3 «Eob» 5l jolaio
Dgai god Lisl @l S1ie g piio dy sl (o i 5l jolaio &S Canl 00

Ol lie 48 W55 (6 3l Colen )3 (Gilogu )b 4 Cawd e lie)lS o b Bl By

1. apparent, obvious, pre-interpretive meaning
2. clear textual meaning
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1. The Act of February 26, 1880, "to prohibit the importation and migration of foreigners and aliens
under contract or agreement to perform labor in the United States, its Territories, and the District of
Columbia," 23 Stat. 332, c. 164, does not apply to a contract between an alien, residing out of the
United States, and a religious society incorporated under the laws of a state, whereby he engages to
remove to the United States and to enter into the service of the society as its rector or minister.

2. Brain toilers
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1. Ordinary Meaning.
2. “The government of the United States has been emphatically termed a government of laws, and not
of men.”
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